NATURE AND MAN ARE ENGAGED IN
MASS-PRODUCTION
ALEXANDER THE GREAT was the first European to discoYer India.
That happened three hundred years before the birth of Christ.
But Alexander did not get very far beyond the Indus liver, and
he crossed the Punjab, the home of the Sikhs, he never
penetrated the heart of the country of the true Hindus, who lived
then, as they do now, in the wide valley of the Ganges, situated
between the Himalayas in the north and the plateau of Deccan
in the south. Eighteen centuries had to go by before the people of
Europe got their first reliable information about this wonderland
of Marco Polo. That happened when the Portuguese Vasco da
Gama reached Goa on the coast of Malabar.
Once the sea route from Europe to the land of the spices and the
elephants and the golden temples had been established, informa-
tion poured in upon the geographers at such a vast rate that the
map-makers of Amsterdam were kept working overtime. Since
then every nook and comer of the teeming peninsula has been
thoroughly explored. This is the lie of the land in as few words
as possible.
In the north-west India is cut off from the rest of the world by
the Khiithar mountains and the Sulaiman range which run from
the Arabian Sea as far as the Hindu Kush. In the north the barrier
consists of the Himalayas which run in a semicircle all the way
from Hindu Kush to the Gulf of Bengal.
Please remember that everything connected with India is on a
scale which dwarfs the geographical proportions of Europe and
makes them look almost ridiculous. In the first place, India itself
is as large as all of Europe outside Russia. The Himalayas, if they
were a European mountain-range, would run from Calais to the
313